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Different attorneys typically 

focus on different respective 

areas of the law. One area 

that is very important at the 

present time is the elder law 

specialty. Elder law is the area 

of the law that focuses on 

legal matters that are of 

particular interest to senior 

citizens. 

Why is this area particularly 

important right now? There is 

an unprecedented aging of 

the population underway. 

According to reports, there 

are around 10,000 people 

applying for Social Security 

every day, and this volume is expected to persist for another 20 years. 

Once you start to see your senior years approaching just over the horizon, some 

important questions are going to come to your mind. Elder law attorneys answer 

these questions. 

Let's look at some of the elder law issues that are on the table at the present 

time. 
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ALZHEIMER'S DISEASE 

You should be prepared for the eventualities that you may face as an elder when 

you are looking ahead toward the future. Without question, this is not a very 

pleasant scenario to consider, but a very significant percentage of elders suffer 

from Alzheimer's disease. 

If you are looking for insight into this disease, you may want to visit the 

Alzheimer's Association website. According to the Alzheimer's Association, 45 

percent of people who are 85 years of age and older have contracted the 

disease. Most people are aware of the fact that Alzheimer's causes dementia, 

and people with dementia are generally going to become unable to make sound 

decisions on their own. 
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It is becoming increasingly likely that you will in fact live into your eighties. The 

United States Census Bureau tells us that the segment of the population that was 

between 85 and 94 years of age grew faster than any other group between the 

last two censuses. 

To prepare for possible incapacity, you could execute a durable power of 

attorney. With this document, you empower someone to handle your financial 

affairs in the event of your incapacitation. 

 

You could also include a document called a health care proxy. This document 

would be utilized to name an agent who would be able to make health care 

decisions on your behalf. 
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ELDER FINANCIAL ABUSE 

Elder financial abuse is another big issue with the elder law community. There 

are billions of dollars lost each year due to instances of elder financial abuse 

according to the MetLife. 

Sadly, in many cases, the 

abusers are people who 

are close to the victims. 

 

Elder law attorneys assist 

people who are concerned 

about elder financial 

abuse. There are legal steps that you can take to mitigate your exposure. 

 

LONG-TERM CARE COSTS 

Most senior citizens are going to need help with their activities of daily living, and 

Medicare does not pay for long-term care. Nursing homes are very expensive, so 

this is a considerable gap. 

If you are concerned about long-term care costs, you could discuss your options 

with an elder law attorney. Medicaid does pay for long-term care, and you could 

potentially qualify if you plan ahead effectively, even if you have never been 

financially needy. 
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However, this is easier said than done, because there is a limit on countable 

assets that is just $2000. You can give assets to your loved ones before you 

apply, but you have to complete your gift giving at least five years before 

submitting your application if you want to obtain timely coverage. 

Long-term care insurance can also be part of the equation. 

 

SUMMARY 

Elder law attorneys are legal professionals who are dedicated to the needs of 

senior citizens. If you want to be comprehensively prepared for the eventualities 

of aging, you should discuss 

the lay of the land with a 

licensed elder law attorney. 

 

Long-term care costs are a 

major concern, and elder 

financial abuse is also a 

burgeoning problem. 

Alzheimer's disease has 

become ubiquitous, and this is another issue that you may want to discuss with 

an elder law attorney. 
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Many elder law attorneys will offer free consultations. When you sit down and 

discuss things with a licensed professional, you can come away with a total 

understanding of all of the facts, and you can take action to brace yourself for 

the contingencies that you may face toward the end of your life. 
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As an attorney in Minnesota and North Dakota, Raymond 

J. German provides a wide range of estate planning 

services to his clients, with a primary focus on helping 

them provide for the security of their loved ones, reduce 

estate taxes and avoid or at least minimize the costs and 

delays of probate, all with a well-crafted estate plan. Mr. 

German defines the mission statement for German Law 

Group, PC, as "Helping one family at a time pass on 

values, beliefs and finances, which can be shared for 

generations to come." Mr. German is well aware of the 

growing importance of estate planning and dedicates himself to informing the 

public of the need for careful attention to their specific situations. He is a 

frequent speaker on a variety of estate planning topics, regularly presenting 

educational seminars for the public as well as private groups. 

Raymond J. German approaches each challenge with not just solid expertise, but 

also remarkable enthusiasm and vigor. By constantly seeking simpler, better, and 

more effective ways of doing things, he continues to make a real difference in 

the lives of families and on the way estate planning is practiced by attorneys 

around the country. 
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